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But within a month of his return he was given
command of a large force of frigates and flotilla
ships cruising between Orfordness and Beachy
Head, His Instructions were to prevent an Inva-
sion by a force of several hundred sloops^ gunboats
and smaller ships, plus 4O3ooo troops concentrated
In the area of Flushing and the Pas de Calais.
After cruising up and down the coast, recon-
noitring enemy ports and writing long memor-
anda on the defence of London and the constitu-
tion of the Sea Fenclbles, he came to the con-
clusion that the enemy's schemes were quite
impracticable. He therefore abandoned Ms purely
defensive role and organised a boat attack on
Boulogne with the object of capturing and bring-
ing out the large flotilla stationed there. The
attack was executed on the night of i6th August,
but despite .great bravery was defeated \\iih heavy
loss, the French having moored their vessels to
the shore and to each other with chains. Nelson
could not lead the attack In person^ but he
characteristically accepted the full responsibility.,
telling St. Vincent that " No person can be blamed
for sending them to the attack but myself." He
was greatly upset by the reverse, his first since
Santa Cruz, and especially at the heavy casualties..
Including Capialn Edward Parker, bearer of many
of the " Thomson !5 letters, who died of wounds.
The signing of Preliminaries of Peace on 4th
October put an end to Ms plans for a further
attack, but he was not given leave for eighteen
days. This so Infuriated Mm that he completely
lost Ms temper with the Admiralty and especially
with Ms protege Troubridge : " What a set of
! "